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AMENDMENT & RESPONSE TINDER 37 C.F.R. 6 1.1 16 

Box AF 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

In response to the final Office Action mailed November 5, 2002, please amend the 
application as follows: 



In the Claims 

Please substitute the claim set in the appendix entitled "Clean Version of Pending 
Claims" for the previously pending claim set. Specific amendments to individual claims are 
detailed in the following marked-up set of claims. 

Please amend the claims as follows: 


(Amended) A method to prepare isolated mammalian epidermal stem cells, comprising: 

(a) providing [separating in] a sample comprising [a population of] mammalian epidermal 

ce,ls > which sample is contact ed with an agent that hinds DNA in viable cells and an 
agent that binds non-viable cells; 

(b) separating the sample int<i a first population of cells that are the smallest 30% of the 
cells in the sample [comprising epidermal stem cells from at least one] and a second 
population of cells that are larger tha n the cells in the first population, wherein the first 
population comprises a substantiall y pure population of epidermal stem cells [does not 
comprise epidermal stem cells]; and 

[(b)] (c) isolating a substantially pure population of epidermal stem cells from the first 
population of epidermal stem cells. 


